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Rhetorical analysis for Stacy Schiff’s Essay “The Witches of Salem: Diabolic Doings in a Puritan Village” 
Stacy Schiff presents different historical circumstances that were happening in Salem in the years of the 17th century. In her essay “The Witches of Salem: Diabolic Doings in a Puritan Village,” she describes historical issues such as witchcraft, sorcery, idolatry, and biblical teachings that affected Salem's people. Witchcraft and sorcery seem to have been out of hand during that period, with the people who were found guilty of the act being sentenced to death by hanging. She, however, does not give an explanation to the cause of the witchcraft and sorcery frenzy that was happening in Salem during that period of time. Stacy Schiff uses a powerful technique so that the readers can reflect on what the people in the past believed about supernatural powers.  
It is agreeable that the writer’s intention for writing the article was to enlighten the reader about witches and the historical incidences that were taking place at that time. The article narrates how different individuals had different perceptions about witchcraft and how they responded to it. More so, it elaborates vividly on what witchcraft is and its impact on individuals who subscribe to it. The author utilizes an argumentative style of writing to point out how witches' existence was made a reality. Argumentative writing is a form of writing in which the author collects, generates, and evaluates evidence about a particular topic. Doing so enables the author to establish a concrete position about the topic being presented (Ferretti et al., 22). Schiff gives historical accounts and individuals' nature to inform people about witchcraft and its impact on people. The argumentative style makes the passage compelling in terms of logic and invoking the reader's interest.
           The text has a plethora of emotions that can be associated with the individuals who lived in the previous 300 years. At that time, there were numerous cases of a public trial. Individuals who were indicted for witchcraft were accused for a variety of reasons, such as: failing to attend church, engaging in weird behaviors, and being a hermit. Witches were known to be followers of Satan and who sold their souls to Satan to seek his assistance. There was a belief that they utilized demonic powers to perform magical deeds, such as converting from human to animals or from human to a variety of forms. It was also said that they rode through the air during the night to attend secret meetings and orgies. From the text, it is obvious that numerous individuals worshipped the devil and subscribed to sorcery for the purpose of performing dark intents. However, no person openly embodied the ‘witch’ concept. The act of hunting the witches began with suspicions and rumors. Then, it was followed by accusations that often led to convictions and executions. It is the combination of family feuds, wild children, and church politics that catapulted the executions and trials.
           By understanding the time in which the accusations occurred, it can be possible to understand what led to the convictions, trials, and executions. A strong belief created the fertile ground for fear and suspicion in the devil due to a number of things that were happening in the village. The increased harsh reality of life in Salem village was a key factor. The harsh realities were marked by a smallpox epidemic that had recently occurred in the region. Also, the consequences of the British war with France in American colonies in 1689, the fear of possible attacks by the neighboring Native Americans, and the longstanding rivalry between the affluents and the poor contributed to the suspicion, fear, and a belief that there was a devil.
            There are many individuals who are blamed for engaging in witchcraft in the text. The passage begins with the execution of fourteen women, five men, and two dogs. 
Also, still in the opening paragraph, it is indicated that husbands implicated their wives, mothers, aunts, nephews for engaging in witchcraft. It stands out that it is women who were mostly associated with witchcraft. More so, it stands out that women were the Salem Witch-hunts' major victims that dominantly targeted women. Schiff utilizes historical reference and argumentative writing to highlight gender inequality in the puritan village of Salem. The church hugely influenced the puritan life in the village. The passage indicates that the church was the cornerstone of the puritan lifestyle. Thus, strict and rigid laws and moral codes were implemented for the purpose of enhancing the puritan lifestyle. The Bible has been cited in different instances to give insights about puritan society. For instance, the Biblical verse “Though shall not suffer a witch to live” from the book of exodus has been used. These words were the daily anthem for the puritan lifestyle. People lived in daily devotion and worship.
 Those who went against the laws and moral codes were punished harshly. One of the bases of punishments was sexual misdeeds, in which as it has been, it is women who fall victims. In the puritan society, women were considered ‘worthy of honor’ if they adhered to wifely responsibilities. On the contrary, they have termed witches if they disordered the order of society.
           In conclusion, the author expresses the theme of belief. The trials relied on accusations. There is no any particular instance where any person embodied the concept of “witchcraft.” It is the villagers who determine whether a person was with or not. They needed to express their opinions on the basis of what the other people thought. The author indicates that the witches were real and that there was evidence related to their trials. The use of an argumentative technique of writing and historical reference serves the purpose of bringing the element of logic and believability.
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